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Siddartha Gautama is a successful debater and 
movement leader. 

490  To punish mainland Greeks for their support of the rebellion 
in Asia Minor, Darius the Great of Persia sends a fleet across 
the Aegean Sea and lands soldiers near Marathon, twenty-six 

miles north of Athens. A runner covers the distance to announce 
the arrival of the Persians. A coalition of city-states defeats the 

Persians at Marathon, and the Persians withdraw. In Athens, the 
god Pan is said to have given the Greeks their victory, to win 

back from the Athenians their devotion, which he had seen as 
diminishing. 

431  The Great Peloponnesian War begins, with Sparta and its 
allies on one side and Athens and its allies on the other. 

Athenians have built an empire among the island states and 
believe that it is rule or be ruled. Sparta and its allies fear 

domination by Athens and invade Attica, announcing that they 
are fighting against Athenian imperialism for their independence 

and for the liberty of Greeks. 

404  Athens has counted too much on military force and too little 
on hearts and minds. The Great Peloponnesian War ends with 
defeat for Athens and victory for Sparta and its allies. Sparta is 

now the undisputed leader and policing power among the Greek 
city-states. 

623  A Chaldean army drives north from around Sumer and expels 
the Assyrians from Babylon.

612  The Medes and Chaldeans overrun Assyria's capital, Nineveh. 
Its walls are broken by siege engines that Assyria introduced 

centuries before. Assyrian communities, more than two thousand 
years old, are obliterated. 

539  Cyrus conquers Babylon. There the captive high 
priests of Yahweh worship are liberated and see Cyrus as 

an agent of Yahweh. They expect Cyrus to inflict 
Yahweh's vengeance upon the wicked Babylonians. But 
Cyrus fails to punish Babylon. He honors Babylon's gods 

and disappoints the priests. 

517  Darius extends Persian rule through the Khyber 
Pass to the Indus River. The Persians still rule in Egypt, 

Asia Minor and everywhere in between, including 
Jerusalem. 

509  Roman nobles fed up with their Etruscan king 
drive him from power. The city of Rome becomes 

independent of the Etruscans and a republic. 

508  In Athens, Greece, progressive members of the 
upper class unite with commoners in a popular rising 

against an oligarchy supported by Sparta. A democracy 
of sorts is created. Slavery in Athens lives on. Women 
in Athens are subject to custody of their fathers, their 
husbands, and, when they are widowed, their sons. 

338 (Aug 2)  An army from the nation-state of Macedonia, led by its king, Philip II, 
defeats the combined forces of the Greek city-states Athens and Thebes, at the 

Battle of Chaeronea.
337  Philip II has created a strong and unified nation in Macedonia. He is devoted to 
Greek culture and has hired Aristotle to tutor his son, Alexander. He imposes unity 
on the divided Greek city-states and creates the Hellenic League, which meets for 

the first time in the city of Corinth.
336  Philip II is assassinated. Alexander becomes king. 

334  Alexander begins warring against Persia, he and his army moving through the 
Persian empire, from Asia Minor, to Egypt, across Persia, into the Hindu Kush and 

the Indus Valley. 

331 (Oct 1)  Alexander defeats an army of Persia's King Darius III and his Greek 
mercenaries, at the Battle of Gaugamela. 

323  Alexander returns to his new capital, Babylon. He wants cooperation and 
brotherhood across his empire and has plans for expanded commerce and 

extending his rule to Italy. Then he dies, at thirty-two. Myth is still the dominant way 
of considering the past, and many myths about Alexander are to develop. 

305  A former officer in Alexander's army, Seleucus, considers himself emperor 
across Persia and into lands east of Persia. He attempts to recover lands taken by 

Chandragupta that had been a part of Alexander's Empire. Chandragupta turns back 
Seleucus' drive and Seleucus is forced to agree to peace terms. Chandragupta then 

conquers into the Himalayas and the rest of northern India. 

290  The great library at Alexandria is founded. A new Hellenistic, cosmopolitan 
culture is rising in the wake of Alexander's empire. Commercial enterprises are 

growing. Merchant ships are bigger. From Marseille to India, Greek is becoming the 
language of business. Education and training are on the rise. Migrations are 

increasing and with it religious diffusions. Monotheism is on the rise with the belief 
that all of the gods worshiped across the world are really Zeus, that Zeus is the 

universal god. Slavery continues. 

275  Rome wins its last war over who will dominate Italy, defeating the city of 
Tarentum and its ally, a former kinsman of Alexander the Great, Pyrrhus, of 

"Pyrrhic victory" fame. 

264  Rome goes to war against Carthage, the result of a politician arousing the 
chauvinism of Roman citizens, overriding the Roman Senate's misgivings and 

breaking an old treaty with Carthage. 

247  Parthians, from the steppe lands east of the Caspian Sea, have been 
establishing themselves in Persia, and their chief, Arcases, becomes king. 

246  The governor for the Seleucus dynasty in Bactria declares Bactria's 
independence. The Seleucus dynasty continues to rule in Syria, Mesopotamia, 

Palestine and parts of Persia. Colonies that Alexander created are islands in a sea 
of eastern people, and Greek culture is diffusing with eastern cultures. 

241  Twenty-three years of war between Carthage and Rome comes to an end. 
Many Romans believe that victory confirms that their city has been called on by the 

gods for a special destiny. Rome's concern for security has been raised. Rome 
wins control over Corsica and Sardinia. The Sardinians resist. Roman soldiers with 
trained dogs invade Sardinia, hunt down people and glut the slave market in Italy. A 

new saying emerges: "as cheap as a Sardinian." 

218  The second war between Carthage and Rome begins, 
sparked by a clash of  interests between the two imperial 

powers in Spain. The Carthaginians, led by Hannibal, cross 
from Spain through Gaul and over the Swiss Alps into Italy. 

217  At Lake Trasimenus, the Carthaginians kill all but a few 
Roman soldiers, and in the wake of this disaster, on December 
17th, Rome introduces a festival to lift the morale of its citizens, 

a festival called Saturnalia for the god of agriculture, Saturn. 
The courts and schools close and military operations are 

suspended so that soldiers can celebrate. It is a time of goodwill 
and jollity that includes visiting people, banqueting and 

exchanging gifts. 

202  After sixteen years of fighting, the second war between 
Carthage and Rome is about over. A Roman soldier runs a 

sword through the Greek scientist and philosopher, Archemides, 
at his home in Syracuse. 

201  Rome defeats Carthage. Hannibal finds refuge with the 
Seleucid king in Syria, Antiochus III. Rome considers itself ruler 

on the Iberian Peninsula (Spain). 

83  For the Romans, compromise and toleration have not been working politically. 
General Marcus Sulla returns from wars in the East, and in a civil war and 

bloodbath he takes power in Rome. Sulla creates a new constitution that gives rule 
to the Senate and that he believes will restore the republic, order and dignity to 

Rome. 

73  A Roman slave, Spartacus, escapes with seventy-seven other prisoners and 
seizes control of nearby Mount Vesuvius. News of the revolt encourages other 
slaves, and they join Spartacus on Mount Vesuvius ? an army of from fifty to a 

hundred thousand. 

71  Spartacus and other slaves are crucified on the major road in and out of Rome: 
the Appian way. The latest slave uprising has lowered the demand for slaves. 

Landowners start replacing gangs of slaves with a less frightening alternative: free 
people farming as tenants. 

63   The Roman general, Gneaus Pompey, is in Syria with a Roman army in 
response to disorder there. Syria is annexed to the Roman Empire. The 

Hasmonaeans still have an alliance with Rome, and the two warring Hasmonaean 
brothers seek arbitration from Rome. Pompey and his army march into Judah. 

Fighting erupts between Jews and the Roman army. The Romans take possession 
of Judah ? territory they call Judea. 

58  Julius Caesar goes to Gaul as military-governor. 

53  The Parthians annihilate an army of 40,000 Romans. 

52 (Oct 3) Leader of the Gauls, Vercingetorix, 
surrenders to Julius Caesar, ending the battle of 

Alesia. 

50  Around this year the Parthians extend their empire to the Indus Valley. A people 
called Kushans have been pushing into Bactria against the Scythians there, and the 

Scythians are pushing into India (to be known in India as Sakas). 

49  Rome's senate has worried over Caesar's 
popularity and has ordered him home from Gaul. On 
January 10 Caesar crosses the Rubicon River with 
his army, a forbidden move which means civil war. 

48 (Aug 9)  Caesar's civil war: Battle of Pharsalus - 
Julius Caesar decisively defeats Pompey at 

Pharsalus and Pompey flees to Egypt. 

30  Civil war has followed Caesar's assassination, 
and it reduces to Caesar's nephew, Octavian, 
against Antony and Cleopatra. Antony dies on 

August 1, at the age of 53. Cleopatra dies eight days 
later at 39. 

27  Octavian renounces his consulship and declares 
that he is surrendering all powers, including control 

of the army. The Senate returns his powers and 
gives him a title that has the ring of his being 

divinely chosen, Augustus Caesar, and the Senate 
makes it law that he be included in the prayers of 

Rome's priests. In appearance, the Roman Republic 
had been restored, but ultimate power is still held by 

Octavian. 

27  Octavian renounces his consulship and declares that he is surrendering all 
powers, including control of the army. The Senate returns his powers and gives him a 
title that has the ring of his being divinely chosen, Augustus Caesar, and the Senate 
makes it law that he be included in the prayers of Rome's priests. In appearance, the 

Roman Republic had been restored, but ultimate power is still held by Octavian. 

129  The Roman Emperor Hadrian visits Jerusalem and orders it rebuilt as a Roman 
city, to be called Aelia Capitolina. 

132 ? 135  A rebellion begins in Jerusalem, led by Simeon ben Kosiba, known by his 
admirers as Bar Kokhba (Son of a Star). The foremost rabbi and Judaic scholar, 

Akiva, has hailed Simeon as another King David the conqueror, sent by God ? in other 
words, the Messiah. Perhaps as many as 580,000 Jews die fighting, including Simeon 
ben Kosiba. Emperor Hadrian bans Jews from Jerusalem for ten years.  The Romans 

glut the slave markets with Jewish captives. The prohibition against circumcision is 
renewed and celebration of the Jewish festivals, observance of the Sabbath, study of 

the Torah and possession of a scroll of Jewish Law become punishable by death. 

180  Marcus Aurelius has been fighting against Parthian military offensives and 
invasions by Germans. Rome has also suffered from a smallpox epidemic to be 

known as the Great Pestilence. He is disheartened by not having been able to make 
the world a better place and blames humanity. He has continued monarchy and 

authoritarianism by passing rule to his son, Commodus, and he dies. 

208  The Parthian Empire has suffered from plague and their rule has shrunk to 
Mesopotamia alone. A king named Ardashir has arisen in Persia.  

224  Ardashir's army defeats the Parthian army. Four hundred years of rule by the 
Parthian dynasty, the Arsacids, comes to an end. Ardashir is the first king of a new 

dynasty, the Sassanids, which will rule across Persia and Mesopotamia. 

250  Since the last of the Severan emperors in 235, Rome has had fifteen different 
military-emperors, most of whom have died violent deaths. Rome is in chaos. 
Economic activity has declined. In the western half of the empire roads are 

deteriorating and cities have shrunk. Agricultural estates are growing as fortresses 
and ignoring Rome. Emperors have debased money in order to pay soldiers. In Gaul 

hordes roam about pillaging. Piracy has increased. Rome's trade with China has 
ended. Having lost their faith in government, more people are seeking refuge in 

religions that promise well-being. 

276  The Zoroastrian priesthood is opposed to rivals in the Sassanid Empire, 
including Christianity and Manichaeism. Under a new Sassanid king, Hormizd, Mani 

is executed and his followers are persecuted, and they scatter. Manichaeism 
spreads into the Roman Empire. 

300  Bantu speaking people have expanded into eastern Africa, alongside hunter-gatherers. 

305  To better rule the Roman Empire, Diocletian has created four vice-emperors ? 
military men who are to govern separate sections of the empire. Diocletian has 

attempted to restore Rome's ruined economy by fixing prices. Everyone has been 
ordered to remain at his present occupation and location ? adding to what will 

someday be a part of feudalism. Diocletian has attempted another purge of 
Christians, but their numbers are too vast, and the persecutions drag on. Because 

of ill-health, he abdicates, leaving his vice-emperors in charge. 

313  The Edict of Milan, agreed to by Constantine and the emperor of the eastern 
half of the empire, Licinius, makes Christianity a legal faith. 

324  Constantine defeats the eastern emperor and becomes emperor of all the 
empire. He prefers the more Christianized eastern half of the empire and founds a 

new capital in the east called New Rome, eventually to be known as Constantinople 
(in the 1900s to be changed to Istanbul). 

400  On the plains of what someday will be called the United States, the bow and 
arrow is replacing the spear, the bow and arrow giving hunters and warriors a greater 
striking distance. Bantu speaking people have been migrating through the territory of 

other peoples and they have reached the southern tip of the African continent. 

407  The greatest invasion into the Roman Empire occurs in the winter of 406-07, 
across the frozen Rhine. Resistance is feeble. Germanic tribes overrun Gaul all the 

way to the Pyrenees. 

409  Among the Germans who overran Gaul are those called Vandals. They cross 
the Pyrenees mountains into Hispania (Spain). 

410  Goths sack Rome. Pagans see it as the work of Rome's old gods and blame the 
Christians. Pagan members of Rome's senate are afraid of retaliation from the 

Christians if they speak out. The Christian scholar Jerome laments that in the ruins of 
Rome the whole world has perished. 

429  An army of around 80,000, mostly Vandals, cross from Spain into North Africa. 

441  Anglo-Saxons, running from northern Europe and away from advancing Huns, 
are invading Britain. 

450  The civilization at Teotihuacan (in central Mexico but not Aztec) extends through 
much of the Mesoamerican region. The city has a population of more than 150,000 

people and perhaps as many as 250,000. 

451  Attila the Hun crosses the Rhine into Gaul. 

484   Hephthalites (Huns) kill the Sassanian king, Firuz, and his cavalry and much of 
the Sassanid nobility. They capture the king's family and treasury. 

488  The emperor in the eastern half of the Roman Empire, Zeno, sends an army of 
Germans, led by Theodoric, across the Alps against Odoacer. 

493  Theodoric's army defeats Odoacer's army. Theodoric assumes the title of King of 
Italy, and the Bishop of Rome befriends Theodoric. 

496  The king of the Germanic Franks, Clovis, has extended his rule in northeastern 
Gaul, spilling much blood. His wife, Clotilda, is a Trinity believing Christian. Clovis 

accepts his wife's faith for himself and his subjects. 

497  Persia has suffered drought and famine. Persians rebel against the Sassanid 
king, Kavad (son of Firuz). A Zoroastrian priest, Mazdak, proclaims that he has been 

sent by God to preach that all men are born equal and that no one has the right to 
possess more than another. He claims that he is reforming and purifying 

Zoroastrianism. The world, he says, has been turned from righteousness by five 
demons: Envy, Wrath, Vengeance, Need and Greed. His followers plunder the homes 

and harems of the rich. 

500  Migrating Bantu speakers, on the move for more than a 
century, arrive in southern Africa. Camels have been 

established as a means of transportation in northern Africa. 

501  In Central America, the Maya are peaking in economic 
prosperity. The civilization at Teotihuacán (in what is today 

Mexico) begins to decline and its people are migrating to the 
greatest Mayan city, Tikal, bringing with them ideas about 

weaponry and new ritual practices. Maya population is 
rising. 

507  The Franks, who are Catholic, use the Arian 
Christianity of the Visigoths as an excuse to expand against 
them ? Catholics seeing Arianism as a heresy. The Franks 
defeat the Visigoths, kill their king, Alaric II, and drive them 

into Spain. 

528  Hephthalites (White Huns) have moved from the Hindu 
Kush into the Punjab and eastward across the Ganges 

Valley, ravaging cities, towns and Buddhist monasteries, and 
now they are driven back, out of the Ganges Valley. 

531  Khosrau I, of the Sassanian dynasty, comes to power in 
Persia. He has crushed the communistic Mazdakite 

movement and has ended decades of disorder. He is to 
support Zoroastrianism and to reform and improve Persia's 

economy, making taxes more equitable and curbing the 
power of aristocrats. 

534  Continuing the Frankish tradition of making war for the 
sake of plunder, Clotaire and Childebert have overrun the 
kingdom of Burgundy ? including the cities of Lyons and 

Geneva. The royal dynasty in Burgundy ends with the death 
of Gundimar. An independent Kingdom of Burgundy is no 

more. 

602  Constantinople's army mutinies against the Emperor Maurice and the masses 
join in against anyone who is wealthy ? Christians against Christians. Maurice and his 

family are butchered as Maurice prays. Their heads are put on display and their 
bodies cast into the sea. A non-commissioned army officer, Phocas, becomes 

emperor. Pope Gregory  joyfully applauds Maurice's demise, and he describes the 
coming to power of Phocas as the work of Providence. He asks Catholics to pray that 

Phocas might be strengthened against all his enemies. 

610  The army of Phocas has been occupied by war with Persia, and Avars and 
Slavs have been advancing through Constantinople's empire in Europe. 
Constantinople's governor in Egypt, Heraclius, sails with a small army to 

Constantinople, and with Phocas having lost much of his support, Heraclius easily 
defeats him. Phocas is executed and Heraclius became emperor. 

613  Muhammad has begun preaching publicly in his hometown, Mecca, and he is 
being ignored or is thought to be crazy. 

626  Avars, helped by Slavs, attack the walls of Constantinople. The Persians also 
assault the city. The Patriarch of Constantinople, Sergius, leads a defense of 

Constantinople and defeats the Avars. 

630  Muhammad's military has grown stronger, and in his war with Mecca he 
emerges victorious. Mecca's wealthy are obliged to donate to the well being of its 

poor. People in Mecca see Muhammad's strength as the power of his god, and they 
see the other gods as having become powerless. There is a mass conversion to 
Islam, and Muhammad adds Mecca's army to his own. Muhammad conquers the 

rest of  Arabia, puts down others claiming to be prophets. 

630  Constantinople's army pushed through Mesopotamia, destroying as they went. 
The great canal works in Mesopotamia have been destroyed. The Persian army has 
overthrown Khosrau II. His son is crowned Khavad II and signs a peace treaty with 
Constantinople and returns Egypt, Palestine, Asia Minor and western Mesopotamia 

to Constantinople's empire. 

634  The momentum generated by victories against dissidents and breakaway 
regions left Islamic warriors restless and feeling aggressive, and Arabia has been in 
an economic recession, trade having come to a standstill after ten years of war. War 
for booty is a tradition, and as an alternative to making raids against "the faithful" in 

Arabia, Muslim warriors are making raids into Mesopotamia. They meet little 
resistance and are encouraged to make more war. Islam's first caliph to succeed 

Muhammad, Abu Bakr, declares a holy war in support of the raiders, and one of the 
greatest imperialisms of all time begins. 

646  Muslim warriors have attacked wealthy but not common people, and they have 
not raped as some Christian armies have. In some areas they are seen as at least 
as no worse than the rule they are replacing. The empires of Constantinople and 

Persia have been weakened by war and lack of support, and Muslim warriors have 
conquered as far north as Syria, much of Mesopotamia and all of Egypt. 

652  The Muslims have conquered Persia, where people and the Zoroastrian 
religion were a greater barrier to conquest than were the people of previous 
territories. Muslims see Zoroastrianism as evil, and in Persia, its homeland, 

Zoroastrianism is doomed. 

664  The civil war among the Muslims ends. Led by caliph Mu'awiyah in Damascus, 
Islam renews military expansion. 

700  Non-Arab Muslims outnumber Arab Muslims. Despite resistance from Arab 
leaders, integration between Arabs and non-Arab Muslims is rising. An Islamic 

empire by Arabs is on its way toward being swallowed by its conquests. 

711  A Muslim army crosses the Strait of Gibraltar and begins a conquest of Spain. 
Jews welcome them as liberators. An Arab ship is plundered by pirates near the 

mouth of the Indus River, and the Arab governor in Mesopotamia retaliates, sending 
an expedition, said to include 6,000 horses and 6,000 camels, to conquer the rajas 

of Sind. 

717  Arabs have conquered eastward across land to the western border of China. 
They have conquered Lisbon and in the Caucasus, including Armenia. Caliph 
Omar II grants tax exemption to all believers. Wealth has been gathered from 

looting the wealthy during conquests and by taxing non-Muslims. 

750  The Umayyad caliphs have lost people willing to fight for them. They have been 
overthrown by an army of mixed nationalities from Khurasan (east of Persia). The last 
Umayyad, Marwan II, is beheaded and his relatives are murdered. The new caliph is 
Abu-Abbas al-Sarah. Rule by the Abbasid caliphs has begun. The Abbasids begin 

ruling with a show of Islamic piety, and they talk of reforms. They give prominence in 
state affairs to Islamic theologians and experts in Islamic law. 

751  The last Merovingian king of the Franks, Childeric III, is deposed. The 
Merovingians had ruled as they pleased, including enforcing what they thought was 
their right to deflower a commoner's bride before he was allowed to consummate his 
marriage. A new dynasty, the Carolingians, is begun by Pepin the Short, the son of 

Charles Martel. 

755  Alliances and trade between Mayan city-states have begun to break down. 
Malnutrition is on the rise. A diminishing food supply might be creating social 

upheaval and war. 

772  Charles, eventually to be known as Charles the Great (Charlemagne in French), 
begins thirty years of conquest and rebuilding the empire of the Franks, with an 

infantry carrying axes, spears and shields of wood and leather. 

774  Charlemagne overruns the Lombards in northern Italy. He divides Lombard 
territory with the Pope, creating the Papal States. 

775  Charlemagne begins his war against the Saxons in Germany, with slaughter and 
forced conversions to Christianity. 

800  Charlemagne is crowned by Pope Leo III, who hails him as "Augustus, 
crowned of God ? emperor of the Romans." 

825  The kingdom of Wessex  wins in war and becomes the dominate power in 
England. 

841  In Scandinavia and increase in population has inspired people called Vikings 
or Norsemen to venture out in longboats. This year, give or take a year or so, 

Vikings land and build a settlement on the south bank of the River Liffey, founding 
what will eventually be the city of Dublin. 

860  Vikings have attacked at Constantinople. A new phase in Scandinavian 
(Viking) aggression has begun. Encouraged by former successes, the 

Scandinavians are beginning to attack in greater number. 

862  Vikings have reported that land is more available abroad. Their growth in 
population has eliminated the availability of land at home. Moving from more 
densely populated areas, Scandinavians have begun moving to less densely 
populated areas and settling down. Rurik of Scandinavia has established a 

dynasty at Novgorod. 

865  In England, an Army of Danes has overthrown the kingdoms of Northumbria, 
Mercia and East Anglia. 

874  Vikings settle in Iceland. 

899  The Maya city Tikal is abandoned. Other Mayan cities in the surrounding 
lowland area are collapsed while some cities in the northern Yucatan Peninsula 

continue to thrive. (map) 

899  King Alfred the Great of Wessex has rallied England against Viking attacks. 
Vikings are settled and remain in Northumbria and East Anglia while a Viking army 

has sailed back to the continent. 

900  By now a Muslim trading settlement has been established on the coast at 
Zeila, on the northern Somali coast, about 150 miles south of the mouth of the Red 

Sea.   

901  In middle Mexico, the Toltecs have established themselves at Tula. (map) 

911  The King of France, Charles III, gives Normandy to Vikings in return for the 
Viking leader, Rollo, a Norwegian, pledging his allegiance to him ? the Treaty of 

Saint-Clair-sur-Epte. Rollo and his Vikings (mostly Danes) are to defend his part of 
the coast of France from attacks by other Vikings. 

924  Bulgarians overrun the lands of Prince Caslav Klonimirovic in what today is 
Serbia. 

927  Prince Caslov drives away the Bulgarians and expands his kingdom, uniting 
what today is Serbia, Montenegro, East Herzegovina (Hercegovina) and Bosnia, 

then called Raska, Duklja, Travunija and Bosnia. This is said by Serbians to be the 
founding of Serbia. Orthodox Christianity is the state religion. 

970  Córdoba, on the Iberian Peninsula, is Europe's intellectual center and the 
world's most populous city. Constantinople is the only other European city in the 
top ten of the world's most populous cities. Córdoba is a Muslim city. Caliph al 

Hakam II has been in power since 961 and is contributing to the building of 
Cordoba's libraries. Córdoba has Europe's best university, with a spirit of free 

inquiry. It has medical schools. Work is being done also in math and astronomy. 
The city is tolerant toward its Jewish and Christian minority. 

985  Erik the Red has returned to Iceland. With 25 ships filled with people and their 
belongings he heads back to Greenland. Many are lost at sea. With the 350 

persons who arrive in Greenland, he establishes a settlement. 

990  Between Timbuktu and the Atlantic coast, authoritarian kings have enriched 
themselves by forcing tradesmen to give them a cut in the gold that has been 

passing through their territory from mines to their south on their way northward. 
Their kingdom is called Ghana. Ghana extends its empire by conquering the 

Berber-dominated town of Awdaghost, to the northwest of Ghana, and Ghana is 
now at the peak of its power. 

1000  Per capita world Gross Domestic Product (according to today's economic 
historian Angus Maddison) is $435, measured in 1990 dollars. This (according to 
Maddison) is down from $444 in the year 1. And (according to Maddison) income 

levels in Europe are below those of Asia and North Africa. 

1001  Mahmud, an Afghani and militant Muslim, has secured his rule. He vows to 
take the word of Allah to the Hindu kingdoms of India every year, by sword and 

fire. 

1002  From Greenland, Leif Ericson (Erikson) son of the Eric the Red, has led an 
expedition with a crew of 34 men to the coast of North America.  

1017  Canute has conquered much of England. He marries the widow of the king 
of Wessex, Ethelred (Aethelred II) ? a devout Christian. Canute converts to 
Christianity and proclaims his intention to rule in a Christian fashion, and he 
strengthens political and commercial ties between England and Normandy.   

1028  Canute occupies Norway with a fleet of fifty ships from England, with the 
help of Norweigan nobles he drives the Norwegian king since 1016, Olaf II 

Haraldsson, into exile.  

1054  In a doctrinal dispute, the Church in Rome accuses the Christians in 
Constantinople of allowing priests to marry, re-baptizing Roman Christians and 

deleting "and the Son" from the Nicene Creed." The last of these accusations was 
untrue. The Church in Rome excommunicates the Church in Constantinople, and 
the Church of Constantinople excommunicates the Church in Rome. The schism 

between Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy has become final.  

1055  Turks have been moving westward through Transoxiana and into Persia. 
Islam has been fragmented and unable or unwilling to rally to defend its frontier. 

The Turks have conquered much of Persia and now from the Fatimid Dynasty they 
conquer Baghdad. 

1060  The Almoravids (al-Murabitun), puritanical 
Islamic reformers, have amassed a following and 
an army fired by religious fervor and an interest in 
booty, and they have moved from their base on the 
Mauritanian coast and they seize power in Morocco 

and western Algeria.
 

1062  The Almoravids found Marrakech. 

1075  Berbers of Morocco, fervent Muslims, 
declare war on the non-Muslim kingdom and 
empire of Ghana centered at city of Kumbi.   

1080  Pope Gregory again excommunicates and 
deposes Henry. This time, Henry uses a power that 
a few kings have in greater amount than does the 
pope: Henry goes to Italy with an army and takes 

power in Rome. 

1091  Normans were originally hired by Italian 
principalities as mercenaries. Then the Normans 
started conquering in southern Italy on their own, 
and they became rulers accepted by the papacy. 
Now they conquer Sicily, ending two centuries of 
Muslim rule there. Arabs are allowed to continue 

working in public administration.  

1094  The kingdom of Aragon expands southward 
to Valencia. 

1095  The Seljuk Turks have been expanding 
against the empire centered at Constantinople. 

They have conquered Jerusalem. The Turks were 
also Muslims, however they did not allow 

Christians to visit their holy sites. Pope Urban II 
responds to a call for help from the emperor at 

Constantinople and organizes what was to become 
known as the First Crusade. Urban II announces 
that Christ will lead any army that goes to rescue 

the Holy Land. 

1095  The first wave of the crusades begins, from 
Sweden into Finland, to convert the Finns to 

Christianity. 

1097  Well-trained knights defeat Muslims near 
Nicaea, and later in the year the Crusaders reach 

Antioch. 

1099  Jerusalem falls to the Crusaders, who 
slaughter the city's Jewish and Muslim inhabitants. 
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